HONAN

greeting the reception committee in order of importance, would
be to thank the dealer for bothering to come down to the
station. And here I should like to say once and for all that
the popular conception of the " exaggerated politeness"
current among the Chinese is nonsense. Perhaps this idea is
fostered by the word which is translated as " honourable ", in
Chinese the simple monosyllable " kwei", which has about
the same significance as the " dear sir " with which we address
total .strangers, our worst enemies, anybody in fact who is not
dear to us. Whatever the source of the fiction, it is one I
should like to dispel. The Chinese have good manners ; all
the Chinese, not just the wealthy and educated ; and their
innate self-respect is the guarantee of their behaviour. As long
as the ricksha-puller remembers his manners he is as good a
man as the fat merchant in the ricksha. If either behaves in a
vulgar and unseemly fashion, showing temper or discourtesy
(outside the bounds of bargaining patter), he loses face, which is
the respect of others and the main pillar of the vital self-respect.
In the display of politeness there is nothing extravagant :
common courtesy and hospitality and deference to age are the
keynotes of Chinese behaviour. The Europeans, in glamour-
ising their women and raising them to an artificial status in
respect of consideration and privilege in the community, have
lost something in the way of manners. For example, if a young
man gives up his seat in the bus to a woman, it is the automatic
gesture of the humble man to the creature of more delicate
sensibilities than himself, a tribute too often regarded as a
right. But if he gives up his seat to an older man, he makes a
gesture that will not be so quickly forgotten. Good manners,
exerted between men exclusively, immediately induce a state
of affairs as near to civilisation as makes no difference, and
when I thank the dealer for putting himself out for a man of
a third of his age and a twentieth of his wealth, and insist that
he go out of the station gate in front of me (if I can), I immedi-
ately feel all right, and he feels all right, and the bystanders
who are watching this phenomenal appearance at the station
see that everything is in order, and they feel pretty good too.
The Chinese are as embarrassed by the shortcomings of a
stranger as we may be when we watch an incompetent per-
formance on the stage.